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For we preach not Arcen but Cbriſt eſs 55 
the Lord; and ourſelves your SPURS 4 
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the Aga Paul to the 
Church of Corinth, in his 
own Name, and in the Name | 
of Timothy his Brother, as he 
calls him, ver. T. There= 
fore he generally uſes . Plural perſonal 
We and Our; as, We are — fer - 


"MF | A _— Do. 


e 
Ta 3 Px. 4 Ss,” * *% 
_ 


-—— 


- 
— 

r 

— 2 I 


-- _—_ —— qo 
— — 
8 — 


* * * — * 
5 : | 
. 
. 
— = * - 
Ll 
, ; / 
ſ 4 
\ * 
* 5 * 
. — 0 


5 F 
= e whence, by 5305 53 | 


pears, that the Character of Amba 
. Chriſt belongs to ordinary Miniſters, ſuch 
as Timothy was, as well as to A boftles ;) 
and ſo in bur Text, We preach not as cg 
IN the third Verſe of this C er, tld 
- Apoſtle, having -Oceafion to 1 2 che 
* Goſpel, calls it Our Goſpel, F our Goſtel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are lg; yet 
in the next Verſe, having Occaſion to ſpeak 
of it again, he calls it, 2 Florious Goſpel 
| of Cbriſt: And that none might miſtake 
his Meaning, when "he ſays Our Goſpel, as 
if this Apoſtle, and Timothy, pretended: to 
be. the Contrivers and Authors of it, he 
adds the Words which I have now -read for 
my Text; which may be thus connected 
with the foregoing—left the Light of the glo- 
nous Goſpel of Chriſt, who ir the: Image of 
Cod, ſhould ſhine upon them, the Goſpel of 
Chrift, I fay, (though we have called it 
Ours, becauſe we are Miniſters and Preachers 
of it) for wwe preach not ourſebves, but Cbriſt 
Jeſus the Lord; and our ſelves our 1 
For Jaa Sei 
Ix this Text ere are To Things obe 
| confidered and explained, 


I. Taz Account which 2M Apoſtle gives 2 
* what bimſe ef ang IE 1 


vix. 


A air. v. 20, 


bi. nor chemſthoes, hut © 
: a „ 
n. How they cooiderel, 14 Auer 
behaved themſelves in this their Mio. 
ſttry, viz. as the Servants of the Church | 
for Chriſt's Sake; and a ut 
| Servants for Feſur Sate. 6 


By RST, The Account of his Paul and 
Trmothy preached (and which no doubt was 
true alſo of all the other Apoſtles, and Chri- 
ſtian Minifters in thoſe times) is, that they 

IR nor themſelves, but Cb Feſus the 
| Lord; which may refer, to the Authority 
by which they' preached—to the Doctrine: 
which they preached—and to their rout 
and De/fign in preaching ; for in reſpe 
all, and each of theſe, they, pre 4 we 
themſebves, But Cbriſt Sefus the Lord. 
HIS refpef# to 3 A Pur, 

ched not theme „, but Chrift e- 
fit f Tel; that is, not themſelves, be : 

Chrift, as the Sovereign and only Lord of 
Faith and religious Practice. They did not ſet 
up themſelves as Lords over God's Heritage; 
nor did they pretend to have any Dominion 
over the Faith of their Fellow- Chriſtians; as 
this Apoſtle had told them before, Chap. i. 
24. Ne ar that we have Dominion 0 ad 
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6 Chriſtian Preaching, © 
did not aſſume to themſelves an Authority _ 
and Power of dictating to the Conſciences 
of any Men, either as to what they ſhould 


Believe, or what they ſhould do; but they 


only preached and declared to them the 
Mind and Will of Chriſt, as they had re- 
.  Ceived it from him; even the Docfrines 


© which he had, either preached himſelf 


while he was on Earth; or which he had 
fince revealed by his Spirit, and the Duties 
which he, as Lord and King of his own 
Church, had preſcribed to the Members of 
it. As the Fewiſb Law is called, the Law 
of Moſes, becauſe he, as God's Miniſter, 
delivered it to Irael, though: he did not 
enact one {ſingle Precept 2 it himſelf; it 
was all God's Law, and by b:s Authority, 
not that of Moſes, was it bound on the 
Conſciences of the People; ſo Paul and 
Timothy call the Goſpel, Our Goſpel, as be- 
ing Chriſt's Miniſters to preach and publiſh 
it; That was all. They utterly diſclaim all 
Authority and Power of their own, to pre- 
ſeoeribe one Word of Faith, or religious Duty. 
Perbaps this may be the primary Senſe of 
our Text, We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Feſas THE Lok, and the only Lord of tho 
Faith and Conſciences of Men. You call me 


Mater and Lord, ſaid our Saviour to his 


Diſciples (ue, I xiur your Door or 
Teacher, and your Maſter,) and ye ſay well. 
eee 
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al 2 85 er vice. 
forſ Tam®; but be not ye Maſters; for ' one 


is your Maſter, even Chriſt ©" Even Apoſtles 


| muſt not preſume to teach any Doctrines 


of their own, and to preſcribe any Rules 
of Duty to the Church by their own Au- 


thority ; for one is your Maſter, even Cbriſt: 
And if inſpired Apoſtles might not do this, 


ſurely none elſe may. I difallow the Autho- 


rity of Popes and Councils, and of all the 
Men in the World, to make one Article of 
a Creed for me; for Chriſt Jeſus is the only 
Lord of Faith and Conſcience, Let not 


our Faith fland in the Wiſdom of Men, but 
in the Power of God. I greatly honour the 
Memory of Luther and Calvin, and o- 


ther eminent Lights, which God has raiſed 
up in his Church; but I will take no Do- 
Qtrines of Religion on Truſt from any Man; 
I will believe no Articles of Faith becauſe 
Luther or Calvin believed them; but be- 
cauſe Chriſt has taught them in his Word. 

Let Synods and Councils decree as they pleaſe; 


let the civil Governors eſtabliſh what Articles 


of Faith, and what Forms of Worſhip they 
pleaſe; One is my Maſter, even Chriſt, We 
[7 nor ourſelves, nor do we own any 
en elſe, but Chriſt Feſus to be our Lord: 
el 55 the only Lord of Faith and Conſci- 
2 further. ' 


| 2. Taz 
d Job, x 1. e Mat xxiü. 10. xx, 1 I, 5. 
4 2 5 
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e Aten eg ff Jos | 
0 ter 4 their Ne or tl A 
which they. preached; 1 OT 


all about Chriſt. | I determined nat 70 N 


thing a u, eſus Chriſt, 
Ry 2 eue aye Fg A 2 le Paul to 
the Carintluant, 1 Cor. ii. 2. Chriſt was in- 
| terwaven' with every Thread of their Dif- 
courſes. If we may judge of the Sermons 
they, preached, by the Abſtrats which 'we 
pn of ſome of 3 in „ 
Es, and by their les to the Churches 
—_ are {till pong uy is the Theme, 
and he is the Perſon they were continually 
ſpeaking of, not themſelves; and by far the 
greater Part of what they ſaid and wrote, 
was ſomething or other about Chriſt. As 
about his Nature, that he is Gad manifeſt 
in the Fleſb *, and all the Fullneſs of the in 
head dwelkth in bim. That he is the great 
God of Nature and Providence, by — 5 . 
| things were created, who was before all things, 
and by anbon all things confif *. .. They allo 
infiſted largely on bis mediatorial Office and 
Character; They preached. wm. as Cbrift, 
as Nelas, and as Lord. | 
As CunisT, or Meſſiah... We find it 
was a common Theme of their publick 
ee in thoſe Days, to Pry 215 
is 
Rs - x Tim, i. 16, Cal. i, 9. « Col. 5 16y v. 
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ibis Be was the Chriſt; who had been fo 
much, and ſo long, promiſed, and prophe- 
fied of, and typified under the former Diſ- 
penſations. This was the main Subject of 


| St. Peter's firſt Sermon, after the . Com- 


mencement of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, by 
which three thouſand Souls were converted 
in one Day. And this was a Topic 
which St. Paul inſiſted much upon, where 
ever he went and preached; for we read, 


Adds xvii. 2, 3. that Paul, as his Manner 


was, went into the Synagogue of the eus 
at Theſſalonica, and three: Sabbath-days rea- 


| ſoned with them out of the Scriptures, opening. 


and alledging that Chriſt muſt needs have 


ſuffered, and riſen again from the the dead; 


and that. this Feſus whom I preach unto you 
is Chriſt. - This was the Subject of Stephen's 
Diſcourſe before the Council at Feruſalem, 
which Ane him the Crown of Martyr- 


dom. And the ſame Topic is largely 


| handled. in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, . Pro- 


bably there might be Occaſion to inſiſt 
ſomewhat oftener, and more copiouſly, on 
this Subject in thoſe Days than now, af- 
ter it has been ſo fully and abundantly . 
proved already, by the concurring Teſti- 
mony of Prophecies and Miracles. Well, 

they preached him as Chriſt, the promiſed 


A a the Anointed of God. Again, 
B Tux 
* 405 ii. 5 Acts vii. 


xo Chriflian Preathing, 
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5 Taru preached him as Irsus, the Sa. 


viour, (for ſo the Name Feſus ſignifies.) 


They went and declared to the World, 
that he came into it on purpoſe to /ave 


fenners, They largely unfolded the Deſign 
of his mediatorial Undertaking ; as that it 
was to reconcile Sinners to God, to juſtify 
guilty and ungodly Men, and to purify their 
polluted Natures, to fit them for Heaven, 
and to bring them thither : That for this 


End he became a Propitiation for their Sins, 


that thraugh Faith in his Blood, they might 


_ © obtain Remiſſion * ; and that he gave him- 
Ee for us, to redeem us from all Iniquity". 


I find them alſo explaining, and expatiating 
upon, the Covenant of Grace, which was 
confirmed with, and by Chriſt : They de- 
clare the Bleſſing 


miſes to all that truly believe in Feſus; 


ſuch as Juſtification, Adoption, and Sanctifi- 
cation, Union and Communication with 


Chriſt, Grace and eternal Glory, through 
huis Suretiſhip and Purchaſe. Theſe and 
ſuch like Subjects, all about Chriſt, his Na- 


ture, his Perſon, and his Offices, were the 


s which that Covenant pro- 


reigning Themes of the Apoſtles Sermons and 


Writings. Theſe were their darling Sub- 


jects, ſome or other of which occur in al- 
moſt every Page of their Epiſtles. Again, 


; * Rom, ili. 25, 1 Titus ii. 14. 
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eached Jeſus Chriſt as Lok b. 


Tux v pr 
They ſet him forth in their preaching to be 
a King as well as a Saviour. They declare 


his Laws and Statutes, and moſt earneſtly 


preſs the conſciencious Obſervance of them 
upon all his Diſciples. ' I obſerve that in 
that very Epiſtle to the Corinthians where 
St. Paul had declared that he would now, 
or preach nothing but Cbriſt, and him cru- 
cited, he ſpends ſome whole Chapters in 
explaining, recommending, and preſſing 
moral and religious Duties. It is a miſtaken 

Notion, therefore, that preaching Chrift is 
nothing elſe but preaching about his Per- 
fon, and Offices, and the Doctrines con- 
cerning him, and the Privileges to be ob- 
tained by him. It is plain St. Paul meant 
this Phraſe, preaching Chriſt, in a much 
larger Senſe ; for in his own Preaching he 
inculcated all practical Duties. He deliver- 
ed the Laws and Commandments of Metab 
the Prince, as well as the Doctrines and 
Promiſes of Jeſus the Saviour. But then 
there was this, which was always peculiar 
to the Apoſtles Diſcourſes about moral Du- 
ties, and which did effectually diſtihguiſh 
them from the Diſcourſes of Plato, or Seneca, 
or any of the Heathen Moraliſts, viz. that 
they had a conſtant Reference to Chrift; 
and their Motives, even to moral and focial 
5 Duties, 
1 Cor. ü 2. , 


EN; 28 1 ON dy: * 
* my 
_ W 8 7 


12 * ed . 
Duties, were chiefly taken from his Grace 
and Love, and our Obligations to bim. 
They led their Hearers to depend on the 
Suppl of the Spirit of Feſus Chriſt, for 
Ability to perform' every Duty; and on 
the Merits and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for 
their Acceptance in all they did. I will here 

. give you one Inſtance, out of a great many, 
of the Apoſtles Reference to Cbrift in their. 
preaching upon moral Duties. It is in 
Titus iii. 2. where we have this negative 
Precept, To ſpeak evil of no man. I the ra- 
ther chooſe this, becauſe I find it remarked, 
in a very celebrated Sermon upon that Text, 
by a learned Biſpop of great Name, that 
there is not one Word of Feſus Chriſt in this 

Text, which he mentions as an Apology, 

N for his having ſaid nothing of Chriſt in the 

Sermon; © but I hope (ſays the Biſhop) that 

« Jeſus Chriſt is truly preached, whenever 
| x his Will, and Laws, and the Duties en- 
te joined by the Chriſtian Religion, are in- 
«* culcated upon us.” But now, if by 
preaching and inculcating the Laws of Chriſt, 
nothing elſe is meant, but preaching and 
inculcating the ſame moral Duties that Chriſt. 
has commanded us, but yet without any. 
ſpecial Regard to him; then, I think it muſt 
be. allowed, that Seneca and Plato, and. 
all the Heathen Moraliſts preached Chriſt, , 


as 
a Vid. 17; lotfon's Works, Fal. Ed. Vol. 1 p.- 503. 
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as well as Paul and Peter, and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles: But, in Reality, there was this 
that effectually diſtinguiſhed theſe Chriſtian 
Preacbers, from thoſe Heathen Declaimers, 
that whenever they preached, even on moral 
Duties, they had a conſtant Regard to 
Chriſt; and though they did not wholly 
decline the Uſe of mere moral Arguments, 
and ſuch as the Light of Reaſon might ſug- 
geſt; yet they ſeem to have made it a ge- 
neral Rule, to preſs all Duties with ſome 
of the Motives that were peculiar to Chri- 
ſtianity. As to what the Biſhop ſays, that 
there is not one Word of Feſus Cbhriſt in this 
Text; I ſuppoſe by this Text, he muſt 
mean this Verſe ; but it ſhould have been 
remembered, that the Diviſion of the Bible 
into Verſes is a mere human Contrivance; 
and that it was long fince the Apoſtles Days, 
that this Text was thus ſeparated from its 
Context. If the good Biſhop had read on, 
he would have found that St. Paul preſſes 
even this Duty by Motives that are peculi- 
arly Chriſtian, He builds his Exhortation 
on the Grace of Chriſt. Put them in mind 
to ſpeak evil of no Man. —for we ourſelves 
were ſometimes fooliſh, and wicked. But 
after that the Kindneſs and Love of God our 
Saviour toward Man appeared, not by Works 
of Righteouſneſs which ye 'have done, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy he ſaved us, by the 


waſhing 
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1 en 80 
1 a JO generation, and renewing the 
Hay Gbot, "ahh bo" ted av" | 
through Yeſus Chrift our Saviour s that bes | 
ing juſtified by bis Grace, ur ſhould be made 
Heirs according. to the Hope of tternal Life, 
Now is there wthing of eſtes Chryft in 
Text? Surely there is Fi xd deal. This 


ene Inſtance may ſhew you, as well as a 


Bundred, how, and in what Manner, the 
Apoſtles, and firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, 
preached Jeſus Chriſt as Lord; of how they 


 miculcated the Laws and Precepts of - Chriſt; 


and what it was that diſtinguiſhed their DiC- | 
courſes, on moral Subjects, Oy: _ of 
the Heathen Moralifts. © © 
Tus you fee the Apoſtles 5 
x Cheri, as Chrift the Meſſiah, 2255 the 

Saviour, and as Lord and de Hin his 
Church. 52 K 

Aux common Reader of the et Teſta. 
ment may ſec, that Chriſt was the chief 
Subject of their Preaching, throughout all 
their Sermons, end Epiſtles, His Praiſe 


1 5 was their Theme, and not their own, Prom 


the brief Hiſtory we have, in the Book of 
the Ads of the Apoſtles, of St. Paul's Life 
and Labours, and Sufferings, and Miniftry, 
and his Succeſſes, and the Miracles{ which 
he wrought, One may eaſily judge, that 
the Account of theſe Things might have 
deen ſwolled into a much larger, and very 
e . enter 
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end ee fire. bs © 
entertaining Volume; and St; Paul might 1 
certainly have entertalned his Hearers with 
theſe Matters, concerning him, and have 
been heard with Wonder and Pleafure ; and, 
by this Means, how might he have raiſed 
his own Reputation and Character where ever 
be came. But Chri/t was always his Theme. 
How little does he ſpeak. of himſelf! and 
when he does mention. any thing of that 
Sort, it is plainly with a View to the Ho- 
nour of Chrift, by whoſe Grace/and Power 
he had been ſupported in his Labours and 
Suffering, and his Miniſtry had been ſo 
wonderfully ſucceeded. 

In this Senſe then, Paul and Timothy, 
and the other Apoſtles and Preachers of 
thoſe times, preached not themſelves, but a, 
Fefus the Lord. 

254 HINTED ſtill 2 Senſe in which 
reached not themſehves, e 4 

a Lord, and that is 
3. A totheir Aim and Defign 


is preach. 
ing, which was not to ſerve their own Ends 
and Intereſts, but hoſe of Chriſt ; not to 
raiſe- their own Reputation, but Chrilt's | 
Honour; not to gain the Applauſes of the 
People to check pes bat to win them to 
Chriſt; not to amaſs Worldly Wealth, and 
raiſe Eſtates by their Miniſtry, but to ſerve 
the Souls of Men, and to raiſe eternal Mo- 
numents . 
ches 


4 „ ae Bes 8 


Räches of the Grace of Chriſt. All the 
Portion they propoſed, or de ſired for them- 
ſelves, as to this World, was, that hey W 
| Ot the Goſpel might live of the Goſpel*, 

- They. had no Notion of living in Pomp and 
| Grandtur; They had no Projects of mak- 
ing their Families, and raifing their Fortunes 

- by their Miniſtry, A bare Support was all 
they wanted, and all that they deſired. 
The Profits of their Miniſtry, which they 

Had ſet their Hearts upon, were quite of 

another Sort; It was not ſaving and laying 

up Maney, but ſaving Souls: This was what 

they moſt earneſtly coveted; and for this 
they laboured, and travellad in Birth, as it 
were, even | to. ſee Chriſt. formed in the 

Hearts of thoſe. to whom they preached: e. 

They looked for their Reward in another 

Woild,. where they hoped the Converts 

made by their Miniſtry would be fbeir 

Glory 01 Foy d. In a Word, they ſought 

to advance the {ſpiritual Intereſt of Chriſt's 

Kingdom, not the temporal Intereſt of them- 

ſelves, and their Relations. St. Paul was well 

ſatisfied to be poor in this World, while he 
made others ricb in Faith, and he thought ĩt 

a a gainful Bargain. And as to Reputation and” 

_ Applauſe, they were mortified to that alſo, 

and could paſs through evil Report, and good 

_ Report, with much the ſame P Indif- 

 frrence and Serenity of Soul. 


e 
| e 14. ? Gal, iv. 19. 4 2 Theft l. 20. 
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| and Miniſterial Service. 17 
; ta r. Paul was a learned Man, and * * 


Maſter of Eloquence; yet ſo far was he 
from employing his Talent that way to 


make himſelf admired and applauded, that 


he purpoſely avoided all Rhetorical Orna- Ws 


ments, in his preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt; _ | 


and delivered it with The greateſt Simplicity 
and Plainneſs, for fear the Minds of the 
People ſhould- be diverted from a Regard 


to | Chriſt; by their  Admiration of the 


Preacher's Eloquence; and alſo for fear that 
the Succeſs of his Preaching: ſhould be at- 


tributed: to the Charms of his Oratory, ra- 
ther than to the Power of the Spirit of 
Cbriſt. Thus he tells the Corinthians, uh 


Speech and ny Preaching was not with en- 


trcing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in De- 
monſtration of tbe Spirit, and of Power 
In ſhort; his whole Aim and Buſineſs was 


to recommend Chrift, to win over the Peo- 
ples Hearts to an Admiration and Love 


of Him, and to a ſincere Faith in Him; 


and therefore he carefully avoided ever̃y 
thing that might tend to divert their Atten- 


tion another Way; as to point it to him- 


ſelf, and to the Charms of his own Elo- 


quence, inſtead of Chriſt. For his -.] 'n 


Part, he deſired to be overlooked and for- 
got, as it were, that Chriſt might be wholly 
Ne l He would * no Part of the 
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| Adkairation of his Heaters ar of 
 bimfelf, but all on Chi. How different 
a Preacher was St. Paul from ſome: of our 


2 Babe, 


adtnired Pulpit Orators! We need not won- 

der that the Sueceſs of their Miniſtry * 
ſo much ſhort of his. t. 

Tur is not always che beſt Serchon 


which is moſt admired ; nor is he always 


the beſt Preacher who is moſt applauded. 


There is an excellent Paragraph in Biſtup 


Burnet's Paſtoral Care, 3 5 clearly ils 
luſtrates the Point Iam nom upon, that I 


will take Liberty totranſcribe it. He is cau- 


© tioning againſt a vain Oftentation: of Elo- 
| Soros. in preaching. * All (ſays he) muſt 


grave, when. one would". perſuade”: 
45 1 Eloquence as makes the Hearers 
8 look grave, and as it were out of Coun- 
de tenance, is the propereſt. That which 


makes them look lively, and ſmile upon 


one another, may be pretty, but it only 
< tickles the Imagination, and pleaſes the 


© Ear; whereas that which goes to the 
oy Heart, and wounds it, makes: the Hearer 
0 tather look down, and-turn his Thoughts 
* inward, upon himſelf: For it is certain 
that a Sermon, the Conclufion whereof 
makes the Auditory look pleaſed, and 


< ſets them a talking one with another, 
$6 was either not YT 1 or not right 
5 | ” d heard; 3 


＋ 1 


1. heard; i une been ge Sr lar, 


+ am Meine 


<«--bly heed the Congr 
„ — yo ed it. But au 
makes every one go away filent and grave, 


c or over the Matter of it in 258 
* tes 0 its true Effect. 
Nox ſuch were St. PauPs Sermons, and 
Wich wur che happy Effect of them; He 
uſed not the Ne Word of Man's Wif- 
dom, for his whole Deſign was, to recom- 
mend not himſelf, but Cbriſt. A 


ITI vs did the Apoſtles, and other Chri- | 


Ria Miniſters, in thoſe times, Era = 
themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 

ſuch was the Preaching that was leu 
with the greateſt Succeſs, and which did 
the greateſt Wonders that were ever done by 
any Preaching in the World. It converted 
Sinners by Hundreds and by Thouſands ; ; it 
ſoftened the ' hardeſt Hearts; it brought 
down the proudeſt Thoughts; it turned 
Scorners into Believers, and the vileſt Sinners 
into Saints, This preaching of Chriſt cru- 
cified, though it was fo the Fews 4 Stumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks Fooliſbneſi, yet in 
Fa i it appeared to be the mighty Power of 


God *, even the Means by which the Power 


- of his Grace, in converting and ſaving Sin- 
nern n moſt wonderfully diſplayed and 
£8 © 55 ye 
We = 199. 1 Cor. i. 23. 
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| elorified... And is there not tao doch k was * 
55 to apprehend; that the little Succeſs: of 
Moltitudes of Setmons now a Days, may | 
be owing to this, That Cbriſt is not preached; 
or however, not as be was by the: Apoſtles 


and the firſt Chriſtian Miniſters. How ſeldom 


do we hear ſo much as the Name of Chrift, 
” er, any. of his Titles and Characters in ſome 
of our faſhionable Sermons? And are moral 
Be now generally preſſed with thoſe 
Arguments and Motives which the Apoſtles 
continually made uſe of? Such as ate taken 
from the Autbority, Grace and Love of 
Chriſt, 1 cannot but ſuſpect that the pre- 
ſent Decay of Religion, and the ſo general 
want of Succeſs of our modern Preaching, 
is, not a little, owing to the different Strain 
of. Preaching which is now grown faſbiona- 
ble, from that which was formerly ſo-wan; 
derfully ſucceſsful. Alas! how little do 
Multitudes of the common People of Eng- 
land know of Chriſt ! may not one Reaſon 
be, becauſe they hear ſo little of him. 
. I nave now diſpatched. the firſt Part of 
my Text and Subject, viz. the Account 
which is here given of what Paul and Ti- 
mothy preached, not themſelves,” but Chriſt | 
Feſt eſus the Lord. 
man to the 


| Sxconp 


"and Minifiriat Serves. 2 
rend o Part; where we find e 
2 and behaved. themſelves in nn 
- Miniſtry, viz. as Servants of the Church 
I Zela Sake. 

Ir was the higheſt of: their Ambition, 
and the Top of the Preferment which they 
expected and deſired in the Church on Earth, 
to ſerve its Intereſt, . to be ſerviceable to the 
Souls of thoſe to whom they miniſtred; 
and thereby alſo to ſerve and promote the 
Intereſt and Honour of Chriſt, their great 
Maſter and Lord. Paul a Servant of Feſus 
Chriſt, was the grandeſt Title he ever affect- 
ed; or an Apoſile, which ſignifies much the 
ſame thing; that is, a Me enger, or one 
ent by him. Now there is no other way 


in which our glorified Redeemer in Heaven, - 


can be ſerved by us here, but by our ſerving 


bis Church, which is his. Boch. He is above 


all 1 Need of any Service from us, 

pacity of being ſerved by us; if we 
would Gans Chrift, therefore, we muſt 
. ſerve his Body upon Earth; we muſt labour 


to ſerve and. promote. that Cauſe which is 


ſo dear to him, that Cauſe for. which he 


was once bumbled, and ſuffered, and died 


in our World; that is, the Intereſt and 
Cauſe of the Glory of God, in the Salva- 
tion of ſinful Men. This is the beſt Way 
of our returning the Kindneſs of our. Lord 
and Saviour, we muſt ſerve his OR 
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„ can i to bring SubjeQts 
into his Kingdom, and this we. muſt do "om 
Felis Sake. : 
Try1s is a Duty i in ſome Meaſare Ny 
bent on all Chriſt's Diſciples: And his Love. 
will conſtrain all thoſe, that have felt the 
Power of it upon their own Hearts, thus to 
ve unto him. But Miniſters are, in a more 
| eſpecial Manner, appointed by Chriſt to ſerve 
in this Affair, and ns is ſole exe; Sore 
vice incumbent upon them. 
-  ALmosT all the Titles which are 3 
them in the New Teſtament ſpeak 2 o 
be Servants: They import not fothful Dig- 
nity, but /aborious Service. Miniſters are 
called Paſtors or Shepherds, which ſuppoſes. 
2 conſtant tender Cate in looking to, feed- 
ing or inſtructing, and watching over and 
- guarding the Flocks that are committed to 
them. Are they Stewards of the Myſteries 
Gad? A Steward is but an TG Servant 
in a great Family ; and he 
deal of Buſineſs to do, if he will R 
himſelf faithful. Are they Ambaſſadors for 
Chrift ? (A Title in which ſome Men have 
very much prided themſelves;) an Ambaſ- 
| fador is but a Servant of his Prince and 
Country. Miniſters are alſo called Watch- 
men; ſuch as uſed formerly to ſtand on 
high Towers, whoſe Buſineſs was to give 
W the Approach of n. or 


_—, 


other 


an Mimifterial Serve. 23 | 
other Danger, and to ſound the Alten to : 
the City which they watched for; Theſe j 
Men were obliged to conſtant Attendance; J 
and / they muſt be continually looking out; I 
for if the City was ſurprized through their 10 
Neglect, they forfeited their 'own' Lives. 5 
They are alſo called Labourers in'Ghd's Vins j 
yard, and Hufbandry ; and Seldizys who muſt = 


have Courage and' endure Hardneſs, in fight- 
againſt the Powers of Darkneſs. Such r : 
the Titles of Honour which the 
gives to Miniſters of the Goſpel. They al all 
amount to no more than Servants; Servants 
of Chriſt, and your Servants for Feſus Sake: 
Popes, Cardinal, &c. are ſounding Titles 
in the Rolls. of Antichriſt; but they are no 
where to be found in the Records of Scrip- 
ture; | Chriſt's Miniſters are Servants, his 
Servants,” and yours; and they are ambi- 
tious of no Honour than to ſerve . 
his Intereft, and the Cauſe of your Sal- 
vation. 
WAS it my Province to addreſs imme- 
diately to my Sint, Brother, who is this 
Day folemnly devoting himſelf to the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, and your Souls, I might 
take Occafion from hence to lay his Duty 
before him in a Variety of Particulars, I 
would earneſtly. recommend to him Hu- 
milig and Diligence, Faithfulneſs and Zeal, 
in his miniſterial Work and Labours. 5 | 
| — 
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would exhort him to be ber to r 
to the meãneſt Services, . he may 
promote the pititual Intereſt of. any: Soul, 5 
Fe then: bel never ſo poor and mean in 
the World. I would exhort b7m,-and iny F 


© Reverend" Brethren here preſent, an 


on Soul, to ſpare no Pains, nor be diſcoh- | 
raged at any Difficulties that may attend 
this Service. I would tell them of the glo- 
rious Reward which Chriſt has promiſed 
his / Servants in another World; They ſhall 
be unto God a ſiveet Savour of Chrift i in them 
that are ſaved, and alſo in them that periſh'*, 
' when it is not through their Negleck. But 


tis is not ſo properly my Province. This 


Part of the Service of this Day i is reſerved 
for another Hand. But let me addreſs my- 
ſelf to you, my Friends, of this Church 
and Congregation, and to all that attend 
on our Miniſtry, in one Place and another. 
Jam confident I may ſpeak to you in the 
Name of my worthy Brother, and of ' all 
my Brethren, * tell you, without a Com- 
pliment, we are your Servants for Feſus 
Sale. Let me tell you then, In what your 
Miniſters are ready, and would be glad to 
ſerve you—How and by what” Means they 
propoſe to ſerve you And for what" Rea- 
fon” 2 ene ⁰ la. FINER iy! jor” Teſs 
| Sake. * BR 
nds bn 22% ae Im 
5 Cor. ii. 15. 


— 


your Miniſters are ready, and would be 
glad to ſerve you. It is chieſſy in your 


ſpiritual Concerns, and your immortal In- 


tereſt. Not but that they would be ready 
to ſerve you in any other Affairs, as they 
have Opportunity and Power; as all Friends 
and Neighbours ſhould be ready to ſerve 
one another. But their proper Service and 
Buſineſs, as Miniſters, relates to your Souls, 
and your ſpiritual Intereſt. And, indeed, I 


am much of Opinion that, ordinarily, Mi- - 
niſters do beſt - to confine heroes: as 


much as may be, to this their proper Buſi- 
neſs. It is poſlible they may ſometimes 
ſerve their Friends and People in other 
Matters: Miniſters are ſometimes applied 
to, to mate up Differences among their 
Friends 3 and no doubt but this is a good 
Work; Bleſſed are the Peace-makers".. But 
yet J fomewhat queſtion whether it is often 


very prudent for Miniſters to meddle in the 
temporal Concerns of their People, even ſo. 


far, as to arbitrate Affairs, and make up 
Differences among them. That is none of 
a Miniſter's proper Buſineſs ; his appoint- 
ed Service) is of another Sort. Theſe Affairs 
may as well, and I believe generally better, 
be left to ber Perſons, who are more 


HG in worldly _ ** Münte, 
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e are, And, bende, 1 den 
ten known, that hen a Miniſter has endeaz * 
voured: to 'ferve hu Friends 
and reconciling Differences, 


The har net 


8 


ace, an Sides: One or che other is 


neſs, 6 to the offended Party, is 
= much obſtructed, and prevented for 
the time to come: So that, upon the whole, 
though we would be rea and willing 
to ſerve you in any Matter, yet I do nat fe 
we can have much Opportunity of lerving 
you in any of your temporal A That 
is not the Service you are to expect 

us; and I hope yau will not expect it from 
r os nor pur them upon it. But 
are other Matters, of much 


maoſt heattily your Servants for Jeſus Sake ; 
. In which we hope we may . an 


are, as I faid before, your ſpiritual Intereſts, 
and thoſe moſt important Concerns of your 


eternal Salvation.” In all theſe Matters we . 


are your Servant. Fot Inſtance,” 
1. E are 
rejoice, to ſerve any of you in your Converfion. 
Could we do any thing to help any unr 
er out of 'their natural Sta 
n and Danger and |Miſery,” miglit we be 
directed to drop one ferious . 5 


ded, and by that Means, very likely, 
TR, y fr 


's 


Moment chan all theſe, in which we are : 


wall be extremely glad to'do'fo, | Theſe 


moſt ready, and ſhould greatly 


 ſhonld-awetes any careleſs Sinndr, and res. 


vive.a Soul that is dead in Treſpaſſes and 


_ | pleaſed to honour our Labours with his 
ciicacious Blefſin 


FL 


In 


EXE ba 
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F 


How happy would yo 
| In ourſelves to be 
the nſtruments of ſo good a 
| you! He 
Num ibe Error oj 


wo 


ITE: 


i; 
2's 
a. 

5 
1 
8 


for the God of this World bath blinded: youi 
Minds, and he hides your Dan 
you. Our Hearts even bleed for your 


D 2 
1 2 Cop, iv. 3 
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8 could we belp to bring you into the gb 
„„ and happy Condition X the- 
> 2 ro God, believe it, my Friends (we 
| n good Earneſt, and 1 know m 
p | adi here concur with me in telling | 
* you) we would ſerve you to the utmoſt of 
x our Capacity and Power: We would ſerve 
you with our Inſtructions, and Perſuaſions, 
and with wy Prayers, and Tears. We 
would beſeec upon our very Knees, 
0 W Sat 1 with yall 70 be 
reconciled unto God, to fly from the Wrath to 
come, to accept of Chriſt, and a glorious 
1 Salvation. In this Service we ſhould reckon 
our Succeſi a moſt ample Reward.” If you 
have any Love for your Miniſters, let us 
ſerve you. If you have any Love to your- 
ſelves, and your own Souls, let our Service, 
in this Matter, be acceptable unto you. 
2. VE would moſt readily ſerve ou, in 
a niſtring Comfort to you in your Sorrgws 
and Difireſſes. We do not pretend to any 
Dominion over your Faith, but gladly would 
we be Helpers of your Foy *,- Might we be ſo. 
happy as 70 /peak à Word in Seaſon to. him 
that is weary, to revive.:the dejefted and 
drooping Soul: Might we miniſter, to you 
the ſtrong Conſolations of the Goſpel: of 
Chriſt, the encouraging Invitatious, and the 
e Pramiſes uh it, 0 relieye you from 
| your 
2 2 Cor. i. 20 * 22 „ wo f * 
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your Diſtreſſes and Fears; It would be 4 . 
moſt pleaſurable Service to us, as well as 
unto you. We ſhould be glad to help you 
te goon your Way rejoicing. Can we com. 
fort you from our own Experience? Can 
we miniſter to you thoſe 'Conſolations; 
e we ourſelves have been comforted 

God In this, we are | your: Servants 
= Feſus, and your Souls Sake. Will you 
be ſo free as to impart your Sorrows, and 
Fears, and Diſtreſſes to your Miniſters, as 
far as it may be prudent? Poſſibly we 
might ſerve you; and we would be moſt 
ready and glad to do it. int 

3. We are ready to ſerve you in building | 
up your Souls: for Heaven. Miniſters are 
called Builders, in the Scripture : The Apo- 
ſtles were the Maſter Builders, 1 Cor. iii. 
18. According to the Grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wiſe Maſter Builder, I 
have laid the Foundation, and another buildeth : 
thereon.” Their Service and Work is, not 
only to lay the Foundation of Repentance 
from dead Works, and Faith towards God, 
that is, to labour for the Converſion: * x 
Sinners; but alſo, after that, to help ta 
build them up in Knowledge, Grace and 
Holineſs, and to improve them in their 
Meetneſs for Heaven. Now, can we in- 
forms you of any thing that yt be W 


2 2 Got. 4 » Heb, vi. x e 


\ : 


der pen en bsw Od we dine you how 
to Efcape the Dangers of your Way? Can 
we encourage you to your Work — Mar- 
fare? Can we help, any Way, to improve 
| the Divine Life in Zouls? To blow. up 
the Fite of Heavenly Love into a brighter 
FP lame; by ay thing we can ſay, or do? 
N 

e would in 7 Þr 10. 
3 22 2 i 
Remove, Which your Souls muſt ſhortly 
make out of thefe Bodies; and from this 
World, into another and eternal Stute. 
Next th. being in a ſafe State, it is of 
mighty rtance to be in a 

: Proms for dying: As by having our | 
dences for Heaven clear and ready; by 
having our Hearts well -avaned- from this 
World, which we- are then to leave, and 
org towards Heaven, which we ard 
going to; by having our Faith and 
PI a hn Kvely Exerciſe, that 
we may bear the mortal Agonies, in a Man- 
ner that becomes thoſe who are fle Bi 
ants of the better Hope; and by having 
dur Wills ſo intirety refigned to the 2 
of God, that we may contentedly, and. 
even chearfully, ſubmit to whatever the 
inted Manner, or Time of our Dead 


qall be. Be ye 120 ready, is an Exhorta- 


e 
has 
Ee in this Matter? Cn 
d you in making your Calli 
n fire? Perhaps we may; 


great Moment, which Chriſt 


ay it 


pleaſe the good Spirit of God to ſmile upon 
our Labours for this Purpoſe. We pro- 
duce to you the Septen Characters of 


the Children of God, and the Scripture Eyi- 
dences of ion; that you may examine, 


and try yourſelves by them. We often re- 


mind you of Death, that you may not for- 
get it; and we give you the beſt Directions 


we can, to prepare for it. Can we, further, 
ſerve you when you come to die? 'Can we 


miniſter any Conſolations to you on your 


dying Beds? Shall we, at leaft, join with 
you in Prayer, to recommend your depart- 
ing Souls into "the Hands of Chriſt ? In all 
theſe, and ſuch like Matters, zwe are your 


| Servants, and you may command us. 
I now tell you, 
II. HOW, and by what Means, 205 


poſe, and iwould endeavour to ſerve you. They 


ate ſuch as theſe. 


1. We labour to ſerve you in our Studies; 
and we give ourſelves to Reading, and Me- 


ditation, for your Sakes, We endeavour to 


ſearch out the Mind and Will of God, in 


his Word, that we may apprize * of 55 | 


e Match. XXIV. 44. 


U 


| and Minna l, 3 i 
ven 1 5 his Goſpel⸗ Wen, and 
= 


ebm. | Preidhing, ITO 5 3 
you acquainted with it: as 
: * e find out: acceptable Words, as 
the Freacher did of old, in which we may 
|  " beſt clothe the Inſtructions we are to de- 
Auer to you. I do not mean the inticing 
Words of Man's Wiſdom : Floriſhes of Rhe- 
toric ate mere Trifles, nay and worſe than 
Ties, when we are ſpeaking to Men about 
uch grave and ſerious Matters, as the ever- 
laſting Concerns of their Souls. A Mini- 
Iter's Labour and Care ſhould rather be, 


1 0 to find out plain Wordt and Phraſes, by 


which he may ſpeak intelligibly to the Ca- 
city of the meaneſt of his Hearers, whoſe 
ouls are as precious as the moſt polite and 
learned; and even that is often a Matter of 
"no. little Difficulty. If any of you think 
that Miniſters live rare eaſy idle. Lives, as 
having, : ordinarily, but one Day's Work i in 
a Week; I will aſſure you, you are very 
much miſtaken. Faithful Miniſters are la- 
| bouring daily to ſerve your Souls: They 
| have a great deal to do for you at home, 
as well as in the Pulpit. A great deal of 
Reading and Study is neceſſary to prepare. 
for their publick Work, and in order. to 
mit their Diſcourſes to the Caſe and Circum- 
ſtances of their Hearers, . that they may. do 
their Souls Good by them: And I am ſa- 
tisfied none of you | are fully appriſed, of 
the Labour there is in — 3 = 


at M PER” Sie. 3 * 


walt Expence of Spirits, and the Fatigue. it 

brings upon the ind, but ſuch as have 
: known it by Experience. However, were 
it Ten times more, and had we Strength to 


* = ſtill we ſhould be glad to ſerve yo 
Me labour to” ſerve you in our publick 


| Miniflrations, by diſpenſing to you the everlaſt= 


ing Goſpel, and breaking to you the Bread of 
E We do not boaſt to you of our 


Labours; alas! we know we have Reaſon 


to be humbled that they are no more, and 
no better; for Chriſt and for your Souls 
Sake: but yet ſuffer me to ſay, they are not 
light nor eaſy. We And, we feel, it is 
with great Propriety, that Miniſters are 
called Labourers in God's Vineyard. Few 
Miniſters, who are hearty and zealous in 


their Work, live to be very old Men: Here 


and there one it may be, of a ſtronger Con- 


ſtitution than ordinary; but it is a com- 


mon Obſervation, that diligent Miniſters 
ſeldom live to be old. The Lamp of Life 
ſpends apace, by hard Study and Preaching: 
However, may we but ſerve your Souls, 
we are well content; we are willing 70 


end, and be ſpent in this Service. Ol 


may we but abe ourſelves, and them that. 
hear us; That will be a great Comfort to 
us at Death, let Death come when it will. 


* 


ä | 3. WE 


go through it, - we would not think much of 
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38. WE are moſt ready to ſerve: you; hot 
| only in our rg jor the Pulpit, but 
alſo at your own Houſes ; as by viſiting you 
in your Sickneſſes, and Seaſons of Sorrow 
and whenever elſe our Viſits may be uſe- 
ful to you. Indeed, as for common Viſits, 
of mere Civility, they are great Waſters of 
precious Time. Sometimes we are glad of 
a little Relaxation from our Studies, ſuch 
as a friendly Viſit may afford us; and it 
is a Pleaſure to your Miniſters to viſit. you 
in Friendſhip, as often as they can, with- 
out neglecting their proper miniſterial. Ser- 
vice, and oftener I hope you will not ex- 
pect it, nor deſire it. But can we ſerve 
you, in any Part of our miniſterial Mort, 
by attending you at your own Houſes? 1 
would fay to the Poor, as well as to the 
Rich, we are your Servants, and you may 
command us at any time, to do your- Souls 
Good. We would ſerve you not only pub- 
kckly, but from Houſe to Houſe. 
4. WE endeavour to ſerve you by proying 
for you. I ſuppoſe there is no faithfu 
Miniſter, but can fay to the Church, and 
Congregation that he ordinarily miniſters to, 
what St. Paul ſays to the Romans. God is 
my Witneſs, that without ceaſing, I make 
Mention of you always in my Prayers. We 
do not forget you, when we are not among 
, WT, | you; 
Rom. i. 9. 


a Mins Perial ew 


are ſtriving for you in our Prayers, beggin 
that e 2 5 


be profited by them; that you may be /aved 
and come to the Knowledge o Truth; 
that you may be bleed, and built up in 
your holy Faith ; and that we may meet 
ou with Joy, at the 3 of Chriſt, 
in the great Day. 

WELL, theſe are ſome of the Means, 
by which your Miniſters endeavour to ſerve 
you, viz. By their Studies By their Preach- 


ing By their Vifts—And by their Prayers. 


I am once more, 

HI. TO Yell you the Reaſon why us are 
| thus your Servants; why we are moſt rea- 
dy to ſerve you ; nay,and are deſirous of ſery- 


ing you. It is for Chriſt's Sake. Ourſelves 


r Servants for Feſus Salbe For Fefus 
"Sake who has ſerved before us, and ſet us a fair 


Example to copy after—for the Sake of Je- 
fus, who has ordered and commanded. us 
ſo to do—Feſus, who has fo remarkably 
| ſerved our Intereſt, and whoſe Intereſt we 


would therefore gladly ſerve—and who has 


promiſed us an ample and glorious Re- 
yard, of this our Service for your Souls. 


8 


von; but we remember you in we moſt 
ſerious Hours, and we vſe our beſt Inte» 
, reſt for you at the Throne of Grace. We 


d attend our Miniſtrations 
to you with his Blefling ; that ſo'you may 


\ 


E 2 1 IN. 
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_ N this Matter «ve endeavour to 
"Ate the Example, which Jeſus our Maſter - 
and Lord bath. ſet us: for he came not io be 
miniſtred unto, but to miniſter ©. He took 
upon him the Form of a Servant *, f And 
how. inceſſantly did he labour, and how 
much did he ſuffer to ſave the Souls of 
Men! - With what Zeal did he, not only 
improve, but ſeek out Opportunities of do- 
ing Good to Souls! by inſtructing the Ig- 
norant, and warning the Careleſs and Se- 
cure ; and declaring to All, both the Terrors 
of God's Wrath, and the Riches of his Grace 
and Love. He went up and down doing 
_ Good. The Temple, and the Synagogues, and 
the Parlours of his Friends, nay Fields and 
Mountains, the Ships in which he failed, 
and the Roads on which he travelled, every 
Place, and eve ry Company were Witneſſes to 
his Zeal and Diligence in this Service. How 
. . did he thirſt after the Salvation of Souls? 
The Converſion of Sinners was the Plea- 
| fure of the Lord. How did he rejoice in 
Spirit, when he beheld any poor Captives 
of Satan reſcued by Sovereign Grace; and 
the Image of God renewed upon any of 
the fallen Race of Adam, even though they 
were but as Babes s; that is, weak and mean 
Perſons, ſuch as were but of little Account 
in the World, in Com 1 with magy 


en 
: 2 Matt, XX, 28. f Phil. ii. 7 8 Luke x, 2 21, 


and Miniſterial "Service. 3zy 

others. On the other Hand, how did the 
Unbelief and Perverſeneſs of thoſe Sinners, 
ho would not accept of his Salvation, 5 
wound his very Heart! He would fain 
have gathered them, as a Hen gathereth ber 
Chickens under ber Wings ; he would have 
protected. them from the Wrath to come, 
and would have made them. bleſſed and hap- 
py for ever, but they would not b. The 
| Tears he ſhed over the Impenitent Fews, 

who hated him, and perſecuted him to 
the Death; and the Prayer which he put 
up for their Pardon, when he was dying 
on the Croſs, to which their Malice had 
nailed him, did moſt abundantly teſtify 
his deep Concern for their Souls, r. his 
earneſt Deſire for their everlaſting Salvation. 
And as Chriſt has ſet his Miniſters a Pat- 
tern of Zeal and Diligence; fo, likewiſe, of 
Humility and Condeſcention, in their Service 
for the Souls of Men. He never /lighted 
the Souls of the Poor, any more than the 


Rich ; nor did he at any time diſdain the _ 


meaneſt Company, when it gave him an 
Opportunity of ſerving their immortal In- 
tereſt. Publicans and Sinners, the very 
Dregs of the People, were as welcome to 
attend his Divine Leſſons, as Rulers and 


Princes, It was on purpoſe to teach his 


ns and Minifters, how * they 


La 


„ 0 


* | Matt, XXili. 37. 


| cb ee 
1 in be ei Gn 
whereby they might ſerve others, eſpecially 
; for their {| piritual Good, that himſelf con- 
en to that low Office of a menial 
Servant, the waſhing bis Diſciples Feet; for 
he. expreſly propoſed it to their Imitation ; 
de, ſays he, &5 baue done unto jau ; that 
3s, think nothing too mean, wh you 
can ſerve Mens ſpiritual Intereſt: Willingly 
_ deſcend; to the Joweſt Offices of Charity 
for the Good of precious Souls. Now, the 
Diſciple muſt” not be above bis Maſter, nor 
the Servant above his Lord*. We then, 
as Diſciples and Miniſters of Chriſt, are a | 
Sermant for Feſus Sake, © | 
2. ANOTHER Reaſon <wby. de are 
ready t ſerve you, is becauſe Chriſt has or- 
dered and commanded us fo to do. He that 
put us Into the Miniſtry, has appointed 
Mort and Service for us, not Sloth and 
State; and he has bid us give Diligence, 
that we may fulfil our Miniſtry. He has 
cunanded us to conde/cend to Men of low 
Efſate. He has injoined us, to preach his 
Mord, to. be inflant, in Seaſon, and out of 
| Seaſon, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
all Long-ſuffering and Doftrine v. Who- 
ſoever conſalts the Rules and Directions 
| Hat aro . to e in We ek. 


10 FI xiii. 5, : Mat X, 24 a 1 Rom. xi, 16, 
® 2 Tim. iv. 7 | 


1 Msn re be, as 
t, ef] in the les to T7. 
1 and A ſee,” dn, Erd hath 
appointed them to erbe, and that; with 
much Labour and Dilipe nee. We, are there- 
fore, yo: Servants 775 5 Jeſus Sale, who hatft 
ſo commanded us; and to whom we muſt 
Bay an Accoutt of | out Miniſtry another 
<P, ANOTHER Reaſt fon why we the dk. 
firous of ſerving your 75 Intereſt is, be. 
3 in fo doing, we ſhall ſerve the Titerift 
of Naas, our "Saviour, who" has done, and 
2d fo much to ſerve our Intereſt.” Every 
Convert we gain, is a Subject added to his 
Kingdom: E very Soul that we are inſtru- 
mental in ſaving, will be an eternal Monu- 
ment, raiſed to the Honour of the Riches 
and Power of his Grace and Love. 80 that 
if we are Lovers of Chrift, we muſt needs 
be Lovers of Souls. Chriſt cannot be pre- 
cious to us, but your Souls muſt be fo too. 
We are, therefore, ' your Servants for Jen. 
Sake ; Feſus, our Jeareſt Friend, and Sv. 
| our, who loved us, and gave bine hf for us us 3 
eli, wha freely ſubmitted to be made E 
Curſe for us, that we mi ht inherit a Bleſs” 
ſing; who tied for us, that we might live 
together with him; and humbled bimſelf to the 
Croſs and Grave, "that e 
to Heaven and Glory, N 


> 14 4 
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wy 4 further Reafon why we are your Set = 
wants, i, for your Souls Good, is, becauſe Je- 
ſus bas promiſed us an ample. and gloriqus 
1 3 we ſhould row no Re- 
ward for our Service from Men, ſtill we 
are your , Servants 3 for we are ſure. that. 
Chriſt, our heavenly Maſter, will not für- 
get our Work and Labour of Love. There- 
fore we will gladly rue you, for Fefus 
Sake. And I. may add, we would do it 
for your, Sakes, whom we love as our 
Friends; and alſo for our own Souls Sale; 
that you. and we may have. a Joyful Mexting 
together in a better World. | 
Thus, my Friends, you have. heard, bow | 
we expedt, and defre to be conſidered and 
treated by you ; only as your. Servants for 
Jeſus Sake, and for your Souls Good. There 
Is no better Reſpect you can Thew te your 
Miniſters, nothing which they will take ſo 
kindly as this, Only, ler them ferve you. Do 
you — profit by their Labours, that is their 
moſt 3 erlte: Reward of all. We re- 
Joice to ſerve you; do not therefore be afraid 
of giving us Trouble, in any thing whereby 
we can ſerve your beſt Intereſt. I have ſome- 
times been grieved, when I have been ſent. 
for to dying Perſons, poor ignorant Crea- 
tures, it may be, and now juſt upon the Point 
of expiring, when there is hardly an Oppor- 
 tunity of ſo much as ſpeaking a hy to 
em; 


1 1 5 FP) Miniſterial FE * 
em; I have aſked . their Friends w 8 
did not ſend for me ſooner} The Able \ 

3 been, 'They were loth to give me the Trow- | 
I aflifte* you, Sirs, we, think it flo 
Trouble to ſerve your Souls, either in pub 
lick; or in private. It is, (1 hope I may ſay 
it i) T am fare, 1 ſhould i be, 'our Pleaſures 
to do. Let us but ſerve you in theſe Matz | 
ters, let us ſerve your higheſt, your immor- 
tal Intereſt ; It will be the beſt Encourages 
ment you can give us. And the good Suc- 
ceſs of our Labours, for the Service of your 
Souls, will be a moſt endeating Bond of 
our mutual Love, and Friendſhip with you. 
Then you will be as our Epiſtles of Commen- 
dation from Chriſt, written in our Hearts; 
You will be dear unto us, as our beloved Sons, 
whom we have, begotten in Chrift Teſus, 
through the Goſpel ; you will be in our Hearts 
do live and to ule, in the Service f your 
Faith, to; ſpend and be ſpent for you. And 
if we are faithful and profitable: Servants to 
you, we doubt not but you will love and 
value us as ſuch; and farthet than ſo, we 
have no Claim to your Love: Nay, if we 
are not faithful to your Souls, we deſerve no 
Reſpect, nor Value at all. 0 may we h- 
tain Mercy of the Lord to be faithful, and 
able Miniſters of the New Teſtament ; and 
may you be taught to profit by our Miniſtry, 
0 ſhall we joy and + with you all, We 
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My tar Priend and Brother, 
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DOUBT not but your own 
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the oY 
we RE been juſt now! 
is in Effect a. Gare, tough 
reat Dexterity con 
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Manner, than that in which they have al- 
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44 1 PIN lere 5 the 
and you have been inſtructed a8 to the Au- 5 


thori by which you are to act in it, the 


tbe End which you are to purſue. 
endeavour” to ſerve Chriſt; erving 


with Diligence, Reſolution and Deligh 
have been powerfully ſuggeſted.” It won 


therefore be eaſy for me 10 go over all the g 
moſt natural Branches of it, in an Applica- 
tion of it to you, by which I . 0 well 


anſwer the whole Purpoſe of the Province 


particularly aſſigned to me, in the Work 
of this Day. But leſt by ſuch a Repetition I 
ſhould an 5 of my own 


Labour, as well as a Senſe of my Inability 
to expreſs theſe thingy i in a more agreeable 


ready been handled, I ſhall now attempt a 


will ap ſome peculiar Adi 


when u Gag vel in thet Conneftion with | 


the preceding Diſcourſe.” 
I aw willing to believe, Sir, that in 


Conſequence of what my reverend Brother 


has been laying before you, your Heart is 


"WW lowing with a | yigorous, yet humble. 
* Bee 


on which you are chiefly to inſiſt, 


. The particular Offices in "ay h_ you 0 P 


Souls of Men, have alſo been ee 5 
ed upon; and the grand Arguments which 
ſhould engage you to attend this Service, 


*©- 


Method ſomething different; only obſerving, | 
that 1 Rk am now to addreſs to you | 


ASS > 7 


_ . Ordination of My. Jchn Jennings. 4 


— Refolution, that, in the Divine Strength, you 


the great Apoſtle, and will preach not your- 


- 


felf, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; and that you 
will be ready to approve yourſelf the Ser- 


7 , 


vant, the lowly affectionate Servant, of the 
meaneſt of your Brethren. for bis Sate. 1 
will ſyppoſe your Enquiry to be, How may 
I ferye this great Maſter in the moſt accepta- 
ble. and ſucceſsful Manner? How may 1 
conduct myſelf, ſo as another Day to hear 
him ſaying to me, Well done thou good and 
faithful Servant, enter into the Foy of y 
Lord? I know not how to anſwer ſuch 


an'Enquiry better, in a few Words, than to 
remind you of another lively and proper 
Expreſſion of the ſame Apoſtle St. Paul, 


when ſpeaking of the blefled God he fays, | 


T ferve bim wir n MY SPIRIT in the Go. 


el of bis Son*. You ſerve God in the 
ſame Goſpel —I hope it will indeed be the 
ſame.— God forbid we ſhould any of us in- 
troduce any other. Labour therefore to do 
it with your Spirit, with all the united 


Powers of your Soul, and labour at all times 


to keep your Spirit in a proper Situation ? 


for it. | 


For your. Aſſiſtance in this Reſpect, y 


ſhall make it my preſent Buſineſs to ſhew 


— 


you, as well as I can, what muſt be the 
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Ritpation. and Temper of that Spirit, Which 
Faber ch in the ha 1 Lak 158 0 ſerve 0 e 
in the great Work you have this Day under- 
_ taken,,; | This will give me an unity 

of ft uggeſting Hints which will haye th 
Ve nat in. | 3 or that particular Ref 12 
alone, but im eyery Circumſtance through 
e and in eyery Service to 
Ble e arc called out, chat the Man of 


Lud way be perfell, thoroughly furniſhed a 


{gies to every good Work*, Not can I 


| 4#hink of any thing which appears to me 4 
| or 1 4005 Capt abet to the many aaa 


that 1 which you haye heard from me, 


have given you, with re- 
a4 nd Jo your INT as a Preacher and 2 | 
„in thoſe Academical Lectures 1 | 


aud the Hints of which are ſtill in your 
Hepd,... Permit me now to remind you that 

yon recommended to you by a very 
material Cirgumſtance, as ſeyeral . 


Paſſages in them were taken from 


Lectures of an lonqureſ Tutor your rever 
and worthy Father; whoſe Name will long 
ns 170 10 Me i and my Relar 
o whom I muſt always E. UN. 
der God, one of the greateſt Ble Bog pl l 
Life... - You will no Toke frequently 2 | 
them, and pardon me if I fa vou 5 
e bene oe Þ Fathers f ing io haps 
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. .Ordination of Mr. john Jennings: 19 
ing . and the moſt intimate Con- 
verſe, even from your infant Years,.can give 
me a Title to that tender Nam. 
IIe. you deſire to ſerve Chrilt with your 
Spirit in his Goſpel, I confeſs you undertake 
2 difficult Taſk... So difficult, that were 
there not a much better Gore than our own, 
in the Strength of which we attempt it, 

even the Supply of the Spirit of oof Gori 
himſelf, I know not how any of us could 
encourage our younger Brethren, or how we 


7 


could find any Encouragement ourſelves, 
in the midſt of o many Infirmities, Temp- 
tations, and Oppoſitions. But at once ex» 
horting Pte, DU eur Son, to be ftrong in 


the Grace which is in Chrift Fus; and 
praying, as. the Apoſle expreſſes it, thas 
the Lord Fęſus Chriſt may be with. your Spi. 
71t*, I proceed to give you ſome Hints, as 
to that Frame and Temper in which it 
muſt be your Buſineſs, and mine, to pre- 
ſerve our Spirits, if we defire they may be 
fit for ſo great a Setvice. And my younger 


Brethren who hear me this Day, of which 
there is ſo large an Appearance, will I hope 
conſider a great deal ER is now. to be 
faid, as their own Concern as well as ours, 
and lay it up in their Memories, as againſt 
their own Ordination-Day. Not to fay how 
Cõ ey CO 
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Appearance of Propriety, in Subſervi- *. 
ts o gftat an End. May it be your 

| TO ſtant Care, and the grand; 8 — 

Fr yout Ambition, to have a Mind as well 

ee at poſſible. So that no one irregalar 

8 may be admitted or encourag ed, 

n ne good Autection watitibg ot 

But ths general Exhortation may faeebier - be 

unrated in ſuch Particulars 40 thek hich 

I ſhall touch upon, not as extiauſfing the 

 Sijec, but as containing ſome df the. Tak 

—_ tnateriallnſtancesof Watchfulrieſs Wt Duy, 

her OY to which i it may lead. 3 

Be fohieitous, my dear Friend, if vou 

1 Volg ſerve Ga with gour- wet in the 

Gofpel of bis Son, that your Spirit be habitually 

Þ  devout—and hamble—that itbeelevated and 

free that it be attentive, and actife.— chat 

it be courageous and refblute- tät it be 
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. ledge, affecting your Heart wit 9 
Powerful Emotions of Revefence ani Lobe, 


Ade to the great Father of the World; and 
to your God and Father in Chriſt. Know 
and . out him under the various Views i 
which he appears by the Light of Nature 
und Revelation, - realivin e owh 
Mind 'continvally, 2 and his 
Preſence O my Soul, there is a God, 
5*:4nd ſuch a God 38 I diſcourſe of to 0. 
- «rherg—and he is this Day, this Mepient, 
2 with me, and obſerving what Re- 
* gard I will how: kim, and what kee 
all the Diſcoveries he has made of h 
* Greatneſb and Goodneſs will have upot 
| by: Ay Mind and my Life!“ 1 
- "near this engage you to make 7 
2 YN | nonliderable Part of your Buſineſs, and t6 
_ Attend to it as ſuch. Vou will often be 
| g to God, in the Name and Pre- 
= ns of others; and a Regurd to your own 
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the him, in a ſolemn,  cevenend, com 
peſed and jaffeionate , Manner. 1 
to awaken and regulate wü 


which indeed. ſeems to me ſby far the maſt 
difficult Part of our publick Work, . 
e th Miner has 2 
4 
'of bv own ie 
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dan only find in his an) 
few haſty, inattentive and cuſtomary Wards, 
in ſuch a Manner as he would be aſhamed 
my do, if any one of hir Fellow eau. 
3 id eſpecially guard again it 
as Evening, When the. Fatigues atiſing 
from 8 may — 
Jou to peculiar Danger of it. - And fer 
that Purpoſe take time to retire, if poſſible, 
hefere the Fatigue broames too great and 
ALenfible, thet uh there may be Flame for the 
Evening-facrifice, Ne aſſured, that as Prayer 
is the Food and Breath of all Nucl Ne. 
ligion, if Imay be allowed the Expreſſion, 
do ſecret Prayer in particular is of vaſt In- 
nee ; * that I veril7 believe 
That if a Man were to keep a particular au 
accurate Journal of his own Heart but for 
1 be * as * 22 


Per of his Soul” at Seafops of ſecret 
tion, and in other Parts of his Life, as we 


and of the Weather. 


| Meditation be called in to your Aff nos 
and let the Word of God, above all, be the 


'racters of a' good” Man, that 2, Delight is 
in the Law of the Lord, and in Bis Law 
doth by meditate Day and Night*, Various 
Matter of Prayer may by this Means be ſug- 


out ſtſelf before God. 


David and Aſabb ram in the Old Teſtament, 
and that of Paul, Jobn, and the other Apo- 
fies' under the New, and, above all, that 
of our great Lord; and labour, with AL 
Towances for the Difference of Cum. 
ſtunces, to have your Heart affected with 
Divine Things, as theirs wem to have 


been, 

Lon not not any to breathe vik 
_ this Temper before God in the Seaſons of 
ſolemn devout Retirement, for which you 
will do well to have. your Hours and i= 


Planz to de, * 9 
e rer. 2. 


3 „ the Tem 

8 

Fine been ar Changes of the Barometer, 5 
To furniſh out Matter for Player, 1a 


4 our Meditation. You know it is | 
pliced among aft x moſt diftin guiſhing Cha- 


Fanz and the Soul brought into a proper 
9 e for pouring 
Obferve in ak Channel the Devotion of 


— — — A 4 - —_—_ * 2 - - — 


4 
n 
J 
1 
* 


* 
af 
\ 
n 
| 
4 
: 
La 
+ 
. - 
247 
* 
* 
4 
7 
" 
[> * 
a 
4 
- 
[2 
iT 
. 
\ 
4 
' : 
8 4s 
- 3 
3 
J 
+ 
i 
i 7 
i, 
* 
a 
i! 
1 * 
in 
I 
. 
1 
w 
* © 
* 1 
j ; 
p: * 
R 7 
j if 
- 
: 
'3% 
74 
* 
17 
5 "= 
% 
7 
1 
Fa. 
ik? 
19 
av 
36 
B. 5e 
5 g 
1 io 
: 2 
K 
+ * 
1 
as 
=” 
4 
4. - 
1 N 
My "i 
+5 
3...) 
1 * 
1 
1 
' 7 
4 
N 
11 4 
122 
1 
0 * 
14.85 
Lo 
a 
$ 
+ 
122 1 
"= 
+ 
1 
«3 $ 
p : Wh 
- + 
5 \ 
- 
- 
«x'S 
* 
1 
iS 
"143 
F: 
T7 
1 
| * 
* , 
' £0 
FR 
A 
».uhe 
55 
*% 
q 
" * 
1 
, 
7 
„ "Xx 
N 
1 4 
7 *, 
1 . 
Ly 
* 
— 
| 36. 
4 
1 
's - 
1. 
4 
by 
LY 
bE 
+ Þ , 
+4 
* 
* 
7 
11 
"Yy 
* 


— 
. - — - — - nd » 8 7 . — 
- l = -_—_ S 
—- P 8 F 
n — — er uo >, "ITE — 


*** 


{% = Te 4 9 ; ob . 4 * TIE _ \ q 
r N N 3 * = 
$ 8 » * by F * 
* Nn 
. Y 1 d | N . . hy 3 ASI * $3 
„ I 4 4 "SE Y - 


\ : % dy "AY 4 \ ad 
_— n | 
r Ny 8 — Ae 14 1 
\ K * : k Y AST 1 ” 
7 — 1 N 7 
N * . - * Y " ny 
G E ©. * yo. 5 
Ay 8 wo s 
A * * — 4 wo 
= * ” 
* 1 
Wag c * % £ * 
{ 
4 
* 
* ” 
e 


J 

. 
K. 

| 

| 

' 

| 

9 


— —V—t Mi — PITS — 


— — > — , 
— Pop er warmer — ————— —— — 


"Wa W bot * e to „ 
b along wich you into the World: And be 


lifting up your Heart to God, in many of 
thoſe little Vacancies of Time, which 55 3 
hang on the Hands even of the buſieſt of 
Mankind, but might this way be profita- 


bly employed. Why ſhould you, for ſeve- 


ral Hours together, be in Ln Preſence of 
ſuch a Maſter, and ſuch a Friend d. without 


| ſpeaking one Word to him? Or w y (hobld . 
any of his moſt affectionate Servants, in for- 


mer Ages, have addreſſed him with a De- 
votion warmer and more conſtant than 
yours? If this Advice be obſerved, you 


will alſo be glad to have an occaſienal 
Errand to the Throne of Grace, will be 


heartily glad to ſweeten the Hours of 
friendly Converſation, . by making og them 
ſubſervient to Communion with, 

will glad you often to conclude your. bias 
with Prayer, and chęarſully to come into 
any Scheme of ſeckin in a more ſo- 
lemn and expreſs 9 on any 

cular Emergencies. that may ariſe. re ting 


to yourſelf and Friends; as allo to encou- 


rage, what we commonly call, private Meet- 
ings for ſocial Prayer at ſtated Times, Which, 
ſo far as I can judge, greatly promote a 


| Miniſter's Uſefulneſs, and Which are gene- 
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otion in Which a due Regard. ig ha- 
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and $0. the Influence of his good 


Spirit. Indeed one would think, if a Man 4 
believed the Goſpel, his Devotions ſhould 


naturally and unavoidab ly. 


take this Turn. 


Wonld to God we find it ſo; nevertheleſs 


this I may confidently ſay, ſo far as Reaſon 
— ae can juſtify a Confidence in 


— any thing, that very much will de- 


- pend, upon turning our Thoughts: into the 
Channel to which the Goſpel; has directed 


them, and viewing things in 1 Light in 
which that has 
tion ſo ſweet, and none fo laſting as that 
which is thus guided. and animated... Re- 
memember it is the Gos RL in which you 


are ſerving him; and you can never ſerve 


him ſo elfectualiy, as by a cloſe and con- 


ſtant Attendance to it. Keep your Heart 


= therefore fall of thoſe Impref which 


$ et naturally introduce into. an attentive 


d. Think what a Friend the bleſſed 
. and how much you 
e, and mult for erer be indehted to his 


"== Order, when he eee, =p 
ERA... 

Bur permit me, Sir, before. e 

| "this Head, to remind you, that it.is/evan- 


ical. Devotion I am recommending g A. 
maintained, to the Love and Grace 5 


placed them. No Devo- 
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criminal and! fatal Sener upon theſe Heads; 
Aud this will: happily influence yon to all 
Bumklity of Spirit in the Service 1 4 
for "nothing Ras ſo great a Tendency- 
| Humble the Soul, as the Sight and . 
of the Peel and 4 86 
whoſe Preſence we are 'beſs 
au Vanity: Eſpecially 
 cirſelvevar introduced 


' is own Spies, in oy: vie 
pleaſing,” in every g et ir not of. 
ferifive to- him: Pride, my dear Brother, 
; ane of the moſt fubtle, and one of the 
molt dangetous Enemies Gat y ou will en⸗ 
connter with; in the whole Courts 

Chriſtiart and Mhoifterial Warfare: - cv at | 
orice aſtorithing' and grievous, to think um. 
der bow many Jeet Fbnms it jrffoutaces 
irſelf into the very Sanctdary of God, a 
Hides ipfelf, if T may be allpweck the E- 
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aud make lit one r the-chick Ces wf mer 


of aho Lond whom. you ferve, you 


andre n other than beſpeaking tha 

Seern-and Averſion of all about us. I 1 
almuſt Gid, a manly Pride will fat a Mi- 
niſter cabove theſe things, and trach him 
to gurb every 
our Humility ſhould dell in aut very 
Souls: And Lam well 
antl the heſt af Men may find enqugh in 

bun nouriſh it from Day to Day. 


Man and the Minifter, in the moſt per- 
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When lock about on al the 

and Irregularitles ef my Life; When 1 
book in eſpecially om all the Folly: and 
_ Corruption: of my Heart; _ farther recol- 
lect, that all theſe n to the 


8 of God, who ſees ode am; and 
What 1 have done, in Compariſon "with 


What I ſhould have been; and ſhould have 
done; in Compariſon to what 1 might have 
been; and might have done, for his Glory; 
and the Good of Mankind, if all my Capa- 
cities,” and all my webe poll had been 
improved to the hi ble Degree! 
what Reaſon do I bend 87 the 
Abaſement in the Divine Preſence? 
Reaſon to abhor, rather than applaud — 
ſelf; to hide my Head with conſcious Bluſhies, 
rather than to lift it up in a haughty and ſu- 
ilious Manner, as if Ibad whereof to glory 
D Man? E ib not a Freedom: 


no nor ſome diſtinguiſhing Share of Sens 
of Learning, of Eloquence, of R 
and Popularity, that will raiſe a Man's E- 
ſteem for himſelf, when ſuch” Views as 
theſe are made familiar to the Mind. He 
will apprehend it to be, at leaſt a ſu Ln 
and iderd a very probable Caſe, 4 
who, in theſe things, and in the Eye war / 
the » Wodly s are n — . : x! Ac- 
count 
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"dane of their better Temper and Conduct; 
© be, in the Eyes of God, far ſuperior to bm: 
and may be fitted for much more diſtinguiſh- — 
| e Honours in that. World which is to fix our 
Rank for ever: And we ſhall certainly find 
it very much for our own Eaſe and Com- 
fort in Life, thus to gem others better 
- than our ſebves, in Honour preferring one an- 
other . When we do not look upon any 
diſtinguiſhing Regards as our Due, if we 
miſs them we ſhall not be much diſappoint- 
ed, and if they meet us, we ſhall think our- 
ſelves obliged: to the World for its kind Par- 
tiality in our Favour; and behave ſo much 
the more humbly, while we endeavour in- 
deed to be, what they are ſo kind as to 
think we are: And thus, in more Senſes than 
one, it will be prudent for him, who would 
be the greateſt, to be the leaſt and Servant of 
ail l. Our bleſſed Redeetner is ſuch an Ex- 
; ample of this amiable Temper; that nothing 
in the World illaſtrates the natural Pride 
and Corruption of the human Heart more, 
chan that this Leſſon is ſo little learnt and 


| Pipe a by thoſe who call themſelves his 
iſciples, and even his Miniſters. f 
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3. LET it be your Concern to 2 
a2 due Freedom and Elevation of Spirit. I 
join theſe together, as being nearly of a- kin, 


Phil. ii 3. Rom, * 10. * 


. it CHA U 4 4 te? 
and the latter only a ſuperior Degres of the! | 
1 80 And therefore when 1 mention 
Liberty of Mind, you will a ad 1 in- 
tend not only, or chiefly, w the World 
calls Freedom of Sentiment. You have 
long fince been taught to, indulge that, and 
have I hope taken your Religion from the 
Word of G God, and not from -aty human 
Syſtem or Compoſition. whatever. Go on 
to act upon this Maxim, I dare not ſay, 
like St. pa continue. in the things tlou 
haſt karnt, and been aſſured of by me, knows - 
ing of whom thou haſt learned them. It ra- 
ther becomes me to ſay, Examine all I 
have taught you, and-ſearch' the ' Scriptures 
_ rb, theſe things are ſo-or no d. You 
not, I am perſuaded,” run the Matter 
to Extremes, an imagine, like ſame Half- 
thinkers, that Libee® conſiſts in boldly 
daring to decide againſt received Opinions, 
as ſoon as ſome new Difficulties are diſ- 
er and confidently venting raw and 
undigeſted Nations, however naxious, with- 
out fearing any of the Conſequences. And 
while you guard againſt this, I am not ſo 
conſcious of the 'Weaknefs: of any Cauſe 
in which Iamembarked, as to fear it ſhould ' 
be brought to the Teſt of ſtrict Enquity: 


But this Enquiry, how well * ne 


22 Tim. ii. 14. 


and 


und ee 510 the — 
mean by Freedom. I intend ſomething 
much nobler and greater; ſomething which 
many who boaſt loudly of their Liberty 
are entirely ignorant of. I mean a Freedom 
from all undue Attachments to every thing 
that would debaſe and enſlave the Mia, and 
tender a Man the e Servant of 
Correa 
I Paul thought 3 it proper to ay to E ; 
mat, | Keep thyſelf pure, and: flee youthful 
the Admonition cannot be  unſea+ 
foriable 5 any who are early in Life enter- 
ing on the Miniſtry, And indeed, if, af- 
ter ſo many Years ſpent in the A poſtolick 
Office, he repreſented it as a daily 2 
of his Life, fo keep under bis Body, and 
bring it into Subjecrion ; o we may reaſonably 
conclude, that the. moſt advanced Servants 
of Chriſt had need to be cautious on this 
Head; had need, while they. dwell in an 
animal Body, to "watch and pray, that _ 
enter not into Temptation*. - Eſpecially con- 
that ſome of the Exceſſes to which 
unguarded Appetite may betray a Man, are | 
ef ſueh a Malu, 5 a laſting Stain 
upon his Chatacter. A Miniſter eſpecially 
| may, in one fingle Four, incur a #15 5 
».x Tim. v. 22, 2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Cor. 77 
27. : Matt, xxvii as 5 
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piſt and future Years of the ſiriQeſt. . 


Tem 


to be much mare dan- 
gerous Enemies than the Appetites; and 


eſpecially thoſe Exceſſes of the Paſſions 


which are generally, among virtuous and _ 


worthy Men, reckoned weak rather than 


79 * y theſe has many a wiſe and 


good Man been miſerably enſlaved, and 
fallen far beneath the Dignity of bis Cha- 


racter and Office; not to mention the un- 
happy Conſequences they haye often drawn 


after them, with reſpect to the A and ; 
Comfort of future Life. 2 


W3spom is not indeed OMe to: root 


out the Paſſions, but ſhe ſeldom dwells in 


the Heart in which they are ſuffered ta 


grow wild. They turn the Soul into a* 


Deſert, and render it a diſagreeable Abode 
to ſo divine a Gueſt; or rather, to ſpeak 


1 Language more becoming à Chriſtian 


Divine, the bleſſed Spirit of God is by this, 
Means driven. away, and it is impoſtible to 
ſay how much the evil Spirit may ſometimes 
do, in his Abſence, to irritate our Minds 
and drive them into the moſt fatal Ex- 
88 It 388 therefore be of great Im; 


portance 


perance ſhall not be able to avert, re-.. 
move; or efface. Yet I cannot but ſay, 

that to a Perſon in whom the Habits of 4 
temperate and regular Life are formed, I ap- 

prehend the Paſton 


7 Sha "CERT 
nts * 2 © %* * 
AS ab 
: G 8 
3 2 Ao 
- 


Tiling of Sedition ang them; leſt 
gather Strength by inſenſible Degrees, 


the Slaves of thoſe, whom they were farmed 
to comma nd. 


To be ſecure n all the. Dunger, and 
all the Appearances of fo great an Evil, let 


it de your Care, Sir, to maintain a becom- 
ing . Elevatiog of Spirit, and to fill your 
Mind with 3 — Ideas, Principles and 
Views. This the Chriſtian, Religion na- 
' turally ſuggeſts to all its Votaries, and a- 
bove all to its Miniſters. Think, what a 


Maſter you ſerve, and in what a Work you | 


are en Think how little all the Titles 
which the Princes of this World can give 


uſt 1 when compared with that of bo 
* «pe Servant of God 
in the Salvation of Souls. Think how low 


Miniſter of Jeſus, an 


the Employments of ſecular Life are, even 
thoſe in which the Nobles and Kings of 
the Earth are engaged, in Compariſon with 
yours. In this Reſpect, it is good to mag- 
10 our. Office *; not as ay gave. us 40 


Rom. xi. I. 


* 


o po wmP# 
. 
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A to Sow HO Br Guard on Fay BY 
turbulent Subjects, and to check the firſt 


break out into ſuch open Rebellion, as tq 
depoſe Reaſon and Religion from the Throne, 
 reducipg the Soul into a State of Anarchy; 
or rather making its noble rational Powers 
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1 one! Ae at RA 1 
the leaſt Power to tyrannize dver our Bre 
* Yhifenl; to invade their Liberty of Thinking, 

bf of aQing, 'vt to command their Proper- 
ties in ay ee. Secular Power ſees 
| hoe mech e A Thing for out Maſter 
VICTOR AD 


= Family, and intends for a Charge 
0 r and more 1 nt, in 
as Exetcife of that wou r 


interrupt them. We are epos to be, 
in Subordination to "Chriſt, the Friends, 
the Guardians, the Deliverers of Souls; and 
if bur Labour ſuececds, the Effect is EVER- 
LASTING: All the Productions of human 
Att and Induſtry ſhall periſh; the Palaces 
and Citadels Which it raifes ſhall moulder . 
back to Duft, and be levelled with the 
Earth; the mightieſt Nations, whoſe In. - 
_ teteſty' divide Br Globe, ſhall ſoon 
dale her, and diſtinguiſhed no tore. 
"3 But eyety if whom we recover to Chriſt 

'  md'to Heeg, will be an everlaſting Mo- 

| fitifrient of the Power ef Divine tncs, and 

of out Fidelity ta our Maſter's Service; 
wil be an Honout and Delight to us, ten | 
thonſend: thowſand thoufand Fears after the 

- HA itſelf Hay been removed out 0 Its 
Tue. THik and act like one that his 
uch gtand Schemes in View; like one who 
1 continually realizing to himmſelf*the Pre- 


ſence 


| . nn 2. 
ſence of God, and the of: Immors 
tality, and has learnt by them not an af- 
fefted and counterfeited, but a teal Con- 
tempt for the Pleaſures and Intereſts of this 
eri ing State; like one who has learnt 

to pity thoſe whom miſtaken Nor- | 


- ie LzT it be your r Care « to 1% 
5 Spirit attentive and active. 
Tn great Employments and Views i in 


which you are engaged, ſhould, methinks, | 
effectually engage you to this. Since the 
Work is ſo grand, and to be carried on 
in the Midſt of ſo much Oppoſition, as 


you well know is to be expected from 
the Indiſſ 


poſitions and Corruptions of our 
own Hearts, and the Influence of ſo-ſubtle - 
and ſo. powerful an Enemy as the Prince 
of Darkneſs is, you will n appro- 
hend that many Difficulties and 'Obſtru- 
Rions will ariſe; ſd that you had need ex« - 
erciſe an habitual Prudence, both to guard 
againſt Temptations, and to ſeize . . 
tunities; precious but tranſient Opportuni- 
ties, which perhaps if they are once ſuf- 
| fered to ſlip by, may never return. <-Bright 
« as the Dewenly World appears to my 
View and my Hopes,” ſays an eminent 
Chriſtian in = his Letters, I am 


ce 
” ſome- 
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. Chinn! eee 0 


be er ſometimes: ride wall thither; till 
5 e have done adds bo donſiderable for 
* ©, the Service of Chriſt upon Earth. Mes 
thinks ſuch a Thought as this, "while the 
1 of human Life is remem 3 
oa us to a Watchfulneſs of Soul, 
very Hour to recolle&, 
"Wh can I » for my great and glori- 
ons Maſter ? What can I db for him im- 
2 Ee Suppoſing this ſhould be the 
very laſt Day I have to ſpend in his Ser- 
vice, how may he find me emploped 
Ain enn that will bemoſt r 
. to im? 99 | 


555 ; LaBouR, in this View, to a ene 


Day, and every Day to do as much Good 
% flible ; and if any thing can conveni- 
_ ently de done To-day, defer it not, by any 
Means, till To- morrow. To- mortow 19 
God's, and not yours; and if it come, and 
find you here in a Capacity of Service, it 
bn 15 far tate Thought for the Things of 
ie, that whatever you can do To-day, 
will be Buſineſs enough remain, for 
- - that, and for the next Day too, and for all 
' the Days and Hours God ſhall aſſign you. 
Therefore, Sir, guard not only againſt a ſloth- 
ful and inactive Temper, but againſt unne- 
n Delay, . Here are certain: Dates. jo 
1 - Matt, vii alt. e 


* ' 
88 


rat it las * * . 
trat e that Sata 
150 not ch as td 
133 it to us, chat we would come to 
aReſdlution, Uni we will always Smit chem. 
8 he Will demand is, that you would this _ 
wait for a more convetiient Opportunity, | 
oy 5 continue waiting 'To-morrow, and ſo 
5 for one Day more, till he can find y you 
o more Excuſe for futther Procraltination 
Andi it is by this Artifice, palpable as it is, | 
that he enervates the Uſefalnef of the greater 
Part of Chriftians ; that he makes their Life 
but a Shadow of What it might be, and 
finks them into fo infignificant a kind of 
Being, that one would imagine a rational 
Soul ſhould be continually u pbraiding itſelf 
Wich its own Importance, while its noble 
Furniture and Capacity is employed to wp 5 | 
low Purpoſes; and inſtead of acting, is 
only dreaming firſt of one Vanity, and 25 *  _ 
| of another; always intending to be wiſe Þ 
and uſeful hereafter ; but not allowing itſelf © 7} 
| fo much as to ay when, I have always 
obſerved that thoſe Tradeſmen who are moſtt 
: ſolicitous to execute their Orders immediate- | 
4 ly, give the greateſt Satisfaction to others, 
| and generally improve their own Stock beſt. 
But alas, he Children of this World * are, 
F in this Reſpect, and ARTE every other, 
F | I Luke xvi. 8. i | 
„ 3 | with 


Tho . 5 1 dens, I 18,65 
= to ſow an, 72 


rveſt Which will be * : 
e 10 o preſent Nee 
5. In order to this Avity, will 5 

| 1 85 to ſee to, 5 that yo Lt 
1 0 4 cauragecus and ER 
emper, | a 
Iux Difficulty. and Obftrudtions which 1 | 
| hinted under the 7 Head, all render 
5 this neceſſary, and. neceſſary in Pro —. 
to your Diligence: Juſt as the 
of any denſe Fluid, through which a Boi 
is moved, acts more forcibly, in Propp 
to the Velocity with which the Body is im- 
** Lou muſt e by your Ac- 
| count 
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"y this; 12205 AE 10 
oh 1 * . Pts 0 
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eh ech the Pletfifitneſs of our. Circum- | 
Mundes, frotn the bre of dar 2 0 


1 * of - whole 1 we. mu 


den and ade pe . . abs 


Ih Which ch we abe en and in the Exe- | 
FTution of ye PE of, £2 "other and gr gr eater # 


- Difficul pected, It is 
ths Jeu way may . der able a u 
iy ur Duty. without "eats diſ- 


me whom, you reſpect and love; 
Pol al 5 VIEW y 5 22— 1 5 525 


1F* 


90 % * a8 they 5 Sf vent 77 | 
| 1 Or at leaſt you TI oblige 
hinly to admonich A erg in private, 
expoſtulat with then in a Manner that & tber 
thay tot be diſpoſed to bear; even after all 
this" moſt prudent Addreſs on your Side to 
make it as. inoffentive as. is conliſtent Sith ; 
' Fidelity. Nor is it impoſſible that in con- 
Lecuende ok forme diſtant and unforeſeen 
Change in publick Affairs, you may be called 
forthe eyen to eee atid __ either 
to 


ice Ty 10 £2 


oj 4 Cane Alen py My 
to to refit to Blood, or to make Shipwrec 
. of Faith and a good Conſcience, An 8 
Reſolution muſt therefore be put en, that 
in the Strength of Chriſt you will % faith. 
ta 70.the Death*; that your Maſter may 
he pleaſed, whoever is difpleaſed, and that 
vyout Crown of Glory may be ſecure, what» 
ever Elſe. is loſt, And it will be the Part 
of Chriſtian, Prudence ſometimes to exer- 
ciſe a voluntary Self-denial, in ſmaller Mat- 
ters, that it may become eaſier to you in 
Circum ſtances of conſiderable Difficulty, 
Importance and Neceſſity. But While y 
are ſetting your Face like a Flint in the 
Midſt of all the moſt violent and forcible | 
Oppoſition, 
4 © if Lr this Oats and Reſolution be 
tempered with a becoming Degree of Ten: 
derneſ and Gentleneſs, 
LABOR to preſerve. your Mind con 
1 Shually- under © Influences of Benevot 
lence and Loye. Remember you ſerve the 
moſt benevolent of Maſters, in the moſt be- 
nevolent of Works. The whole - Buſineſs 
of your Life is 20 do. Good, and therefore, 
to make that Buſineſs eaſy, cultivate Love; 
for the Labours of Love are eaſy Labourg, 


. _ are indeed no other than thx own Rex 
; Ward. wn 1 F 
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ve continually, mindful. of the late 880 
© Tie. of Brotherhood and of Kind. Look 
- upon. the human Family as one, and 1 
do all you can to make it an orderly and 
Happy Fach y. Eſpecially cultivate: Love 
and Compaſſion to the Soul of Men. Se- 
5 riouſly think what an immortal Soul is, 
d to what extreme Danger the Souls of 
Nuldtades are expoſed, - Think alſo in 
ow languid a State Religion is, ſo far as 
| Actions can diſcover it, in the Souls of 
many, concerning whom, Charity would 
hope that they are not quite eſtranged from 
pt the Principles of the Divine Life; and 
1 0 to bring them into a more 
thful State, and to ſee” them lively and 
| 5 5 
DNR this Head let me mc to 
vou a tender Lay 
and particular for little Children, dear 
amiable Creatures, who, one would think, 
ſhould need no. Advocate. to. plead their 
Cauſe, with a Perſon of a humane and. ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition, © Chriſt, was an Exam- 
 - ple of condeſcending Regard. to them, and 
5 certainly meant to teach it to us. Learn 
. Meekneſs and Lowlines. from him. 
Converſe 


- Heart. Be willing to look Upon the Sor. 
5 Brow others, and to fool! ot them, and 


* 8 for the riſing Generation, 5 f 
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 Pajipote appeint a dender 
a per Seaſcin fo Mend ye 28d Mn, e NE. 
| You hive Ike with cher in a fee d 
uffectionate Mariner About the Ty 
Religion, pray över tern, in fuch (cally 
we is they are moſt We! ® 
underſtand, and recommend tem to 
with that Tenderneſs of Heart which TI 
| Freſetee Wall naturally g 
IAVx oſten el TD 
welk into Tears upon hong eb a 
When that is the Caſe, it is a Tectet Ehebüs 
ragerrient to hope, that eren white wur art 
Ying, God hears. And Would Patetith 
- Hoviotimnes try the ſaiie Method with Wilt - 
Children, and appoint but a few Mittatcs 
every Week to pray with them Alone, 
they might find, as to my certain Know- 
ledge ſome pious Parents have done, not 
'only that it had # good Tendency do cottt- 
and ſoften the Temper of ofe Rte 
Creatures, bot poſſibly, in Wehe Inſtanets, 
to give Tuck a Turn to the Mind of choc 
growi up to ſome Maturity, as tnight be 
_ carried through the Netnbbelder of Life; 
and fixed * as the probable! Veaſoh Ro 
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brit bag . 10 von; and that, 


on allo; to condeſtend to the leaſt and 
. 3s. well as the youngeſt, .- Remem- 
ber you, aan; paves ftp ſo low: to othem. 


when, you haye done all, your great. Ma- 


der vlt exceed you, in Condekenſion,. an 
meh. 38 he does in; Glory, 


Le this, Tenderne al engage you, to 
a Sa inte the Sorrgws of others; who, ſays. 
aul, is, weak, and I am net weak? 


Who ty offended, and I burn, nat?! i, 6, feel: 


kindled- in my Bpſom, 
me reſtleſs. till I . 


. it Were, 


Bur dens, of others, that ya may fulfil 


4 Lau Ghrift, and with greater Advan- 
tage teach others to fulfil it. You: muſk 
the Cottages of the Poor, or the 
IEA of the nguiſhing-; nor muſt 
Ear be ſo, intent on the more pleaſe: 

ing a Pre by unds, as to turn away from the Sighs... 

and Groans of the Diſtreſſed, © You maſt | 


not ſhan, 


often. be viſiting your Brethren, that you 


may ſee how. they do; and their — 2 : 

or domeſtick Afflictions muſt be idly. 

"2 weighed, in _ e Circumſtances, 
NN | Bu” 


all L Le cop. to. minke Nin ea, 
2s. ths muſt accuſtom yourſelf to rear 


9 n 3 5 1 
1 Conyacſion. te neee 


1 1 
. fe Jam on this Head, Laws. ex) 
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ua Moc? > e feel its) Vis _ 
rompt you; to do all you 'can, & 
= a 8 Alt 1 or 5 that be . 
cable, as it often will be, at leaſt to alle-- 
Vite them; and ſometimes the Sigbt and 
5 * Cbnverfaion of a Chriſtian Friend does. ſo 
much to alleviate them, that one would 
imagine ſo cheap a- Charity ſhould not e 
denied. Let not our Maſter ſay, in Refe- 
rence to any of his Servants, J. wa. et | 
and ye "viſited ne not; I was 'confiried - 
and ye did not come unto me, ' You Wil, 
5 I hope, be ready according to your Abi- 
| __ ity, to relieve the Neceſſitous: You: wilt 
alſo, I hope, improve your Intereſt among 
your Chri jan Friends, to procure that Re-- 
lief which you cannot immediately gre: 8 
and be affured that, while thus employed, 
you are performing a kind Action toward 
the Rich and the Proſperous, many of 
whom are ſo ready to forget the Indi- 
gent and Afflicted, that when one thinks 
upon the great Day of Account, one is 
ready, as the World generally appears, to 
congratulate- the Poor, and to tremble for 
the Rich. Let Benevolence to both, there 
fore, remind you of St. Paul's Words to 
Timothy; Charge them that are rich in this 
" orld, that they be not en 1225 n 


e te. ra 


þ \ * 2 + » 4 
* A TIE ENT YET 19 + 4.2 - 
F il ̃ ˙ ids Ä lr. ... 
[4589 * 4 of , * T * 8 CPR b 
> > * 43 is ; 2 Lo 


WE. MO SAG of 
2 *4 4 Ti * 5 3 
W. 1 1 * N * bu 
* * = 
: wtf f 
5 a ff ov 
- - l - 4 * 8 
* * 3 
* 7 . l | 
Nr . 4 - G , 
g 7 » : | We 8 
N , * * 8. b_ fa 4 
* 2? 923 ? a 0 7 
10 * = * . = 
: 5 OY N 
2 r 
1 © 
1 


Sue $4 ! — 7 * _— 
"x: . 2 — * 4 "=" 
oo * ” 4 
Pp: - * x Nane * 
* — i*F y * IF 
- be. % = 648-4, 4 


4 81 1 4 
* 4 \.4 Sts { 'T' ">. 4 — 2 N . bh, 5 * 
4 II.” ? n F * 7 „ * v 
" "a ot ar, 5 EC x * „ 4 =” : SN 
"= c 1 
- n — ko. P * 7 . 4 = * - A % . E = - * 
* 7 . 1 $4 - : \ j = 
. » = v2 \ n 4 9 f 
2 * Ao af D es 8 f 2 e ; x 
* - EDS. «ov * | N n . * 
ks = . 10 . o / 1 wh i F # 
Y * Ty - — — » % > >" #4 
* = 2 N 
g "FS = 4 ; 4 * * 5 1 - \ b b 9 & 2 
=, 7 7 = * ke * 
# F *. - * 4 
* 1 F i a 6 
» 8 = * 2 . * 7 1 4 5 4 
TY + | OR OTE! THT n 
3 3 i a 
. 6 Wha 2 * — 
7 
— 


1 

27 2 

1 
\ 


t 761 
1 
* * .- 
une 


— 
. 


* 


ertain Riches, but in the wing 
, who Fee us all things richly to nm, 
| Hat coy do good, that they be rich in gud © 
V 
5 5550 Foundation agaiuſt the tin #0 .come, 1 
As Ape er I cloſe this Head,” I muſt _ 
allo beſeech. you; by the Marking and Gem 7 
Fleneſt of Chrift, that you endeavour to ex- 
exciſe a meeck and gentle Temper under Con- 
tradiction and Oppoſition. I hope and be- 
lieye you will meet with very little of this 
Sart, from fo kind, fo generous, and ſo 
ilghs” 1 People: e you - 
have the Happineſs of being related: yet 
there is no Soil ſo good, but ſome Rogt of 
Bitrerneſ may ſpring, up in it, and if not 1 
| Among your dene and among e 
neareſt Brethren in the Miniſtry; yet among 
_  othersTnjuries may ariſe ; but if you are ge- 
wed, revile not again; if you are injured, 
let Forgiveneſs be all .your Reyenge.; for 
it is all Chriſtianity allows, and all that it 1 
is good for us to take. And if yon 3 


o 
— 4 


3 
We 


Ap 


thould, which is always tog ſuppoſable 4 
| Caſe, be called out to combat with Exrer 
and Immorality, venture to do it in he 
Spirit of Meekneſs. It is the Method 
* 1 T. xvi. 1j=19. |. © ; 


74 A Saane d 4 wy hc 1 
which the God of "Truth and Holinef 
e e THe runs of he Lord: 
2 hog Apoſtle, 21 net ſtrive, but muſt 5 
1 entle Towards." ol, I. Men, in Medtneſs | 


7 — 


inftrudting thoſe that fe 7 4 | 
2 8. 20 5. them. Re 
fance*,” We muſt be cautious leſt 7 
old Serpent find out a Wa ay of brooding 
over our Hearts, and diffuſe his Venom 
there, while we "miſtake the Fermentation 
it occaſions to be only a Warmth of Zeal for 
Chfiſt, and ſo do the Work of his Enemy. 
in his Name. I cannot, for my Part 
prehend Satire to be an Graden of O att, 
at leaſt 1 believe, he will, be more ready 
to excuſe thoſe that have erred. on the ten- 
der, than on the ſevere . Extreme, . The. 
Knowledge 1 have had of your natural 
Diſpoſition, prevents my enlarging on this 
Head, which, with regard to you alone, 
it might not here have been material to 
mention: "Nevertheleſs it is a. Sin that 
eaſily” beſets young Divines, who, as I 
ſuppoſe, with, 'their Wits and. Paſſions. | 
warm about them, have had the chief 
Hand in bringing Theological. Fury into a 
| Proverb.” As for you, Sir, whatever per- 
ſonal ill Uſage you may meet with in 
Life, be nut overcome with Evil, but over-. 
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2 Tin. l. 25, 46. 


come 


oe, * 5 
9 ban, Beil with Sad,, 775 "traſt in 
Who has, 125 "the Command, 
bear, you mlefs 

| to. eth 77 0 it. "Goodneſs will, on the Whole, 
not only be fafe, but victoricus; and the 
Wiſdom of this and all the. other Rules of 
our great. Maſter, will. be demonſtrated, i 


not ſo much by. Debate,” as by Experience, IS 
Go on, therefore, my. dear Friend and 


N not only in this Reſpect, but in 
all others, to conduct your Spirits by 
theſe, and you will find them Fiery Orna- 
ment and Defence. _ The Satisfaction of a 
well-governed; and of an acceptable and. 
ſucceſsful Miniſtry, will infinitely vers, 
balance all the Pains you can take with, 


your Spirit, to keep. it in ſuch a Temper.” 


God will approve the Efeer of his Holy, 
Spirit's Agency on your Heart; and when 
1 75 fad you will be the Object of 
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